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COMMON COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS 

SPECIAL MEETING 
December 13, 2022 

 

The meeting was called to order at 5:32 PM by Councilman-at-Large Damico followed 

by the Pledge of Allegiance. 

    

 Present: Councilwoman Luczkowiak, Councilmen Bamonto and Stoyle, Councilwoman 

Nichols and Councilman-at-Large Damico.  

 

Also, present: Mayor Rosas, City Attorney Morrisroe, City Treasurer Woods, Fiscal 

Affairs Officer Beach, City Assessor Munson, City Clerk, Director of Public Works Woodbury, 

Director of Development DeJoy and Police Chief Ortolano.    

 

City Clerk Ramos read the Notice of Special Meeting published December 12, 2022 

notifying of this Special Meeting Tuesday, December 13, 2022 at 5:30 PM. New Business: 

Resolution #98-2022, #99-2022, and #100-2022.   

 

 

 

 NEW BUSINESS: 

 

 

RESOLUTION #98-2022 

December 13, 2022 

 

BY: COUNCILMEMBERS NICHOLS & STOYLE  

 

 

FY 2023 PROPOSED BUDGET AMENDMENTS 

 

 

WHEREAS, Mayor Rosas submitted the proposed FY 2023 Budget to the 

Common Council on October 7, 2022; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Common Council has undertaken an extensive review of the 

proposed FY 2023 Budget and desires to make amendments to such Budget as 

detailed in the spreadsheet enclosed; and 

 

WHEREAS, this Council is pleased to bring forth Budget amendments it 

believes will create a balanced City of Dunkirk 2023 Budget with no property tax 

increase and; now therefore, be it  

 

RESOLVED, that Mayor Rosas’s proposed FY 2023 Budget be amended as 

delineated in the enclosed spreadsheet.  
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Councilman-at-Large Damico inquired if there was any discussion for Resolution #98-

2022. 

 

Councilman Bamonto advised since there have been no changes to the amendments since 

the prior meeting “I’ll be voting No” to these amendments. “This is a careless budget. I wasn’t 

brought in on most of this.” Some of these changes I’m seeing for the first time tonight. Some of 

this stuff is binding by Union contract.” Where I work, we have 60 employees. Our HR person 

makes over $60,000 with a benefit package. The city has four unions. We need that HR line in 

there. Some of the other stuff has to do with fireworks. And the City Attorney line, how are we 

going to get an attorney for $45,000? If we have to go do what Fredonia did, that’s going to cost 

us double. So, I totally disagree with budget. It’s careless.” 

 

Councilwoman Luczkowiak advised in regards to the amendments to the budget “Once 

again, I have not been properly given the changes…” not to mention discussion on them, nor has 

the City Finance chairperson Councilman Bamonto. This is underhanded, an insult to my 

intelligence as well as to the citizens of the city. “Clearly there has been unauthorized meetings 

without us and the city deserves much more than what we have here.” Councilwoman 

Luczkowiak advised she would not have known about the changes except the Mayor notified her 

about them this Saturday. As for the December 3rd budget review meeting where nobody was 

notified but the five councilmembers, there were only two topics discussed; possible monies for 

the Lighthouse and the NRG plant. “The chair stated that he had listened to the previous budget 

meetings of what the council would like to see changed. However, changes were never discussed 

at those meetings, just questions to the department heads. Again, how about the truth? So I will 

not, because of what has happened these past few weeks, I will not consider any changes.” 

 

Councilwoman Nichols advised “…if I can address some of the issues that were spoken 

about tonight at the public hearing…” about the Mayor’s budget being cut, “I thought $11,400 

was a little bit much to consider for the Mayor’s wish list…” If the Mayor did need additional 

money down the road for anything, he knows that he could come to council and Fiscals Affairs 

Officer Beach and a budget line modification could be done. Councilman-at-Large Damico and I 

met with the Mayor on Saturday and we tried to come to reasonable ground where we could work 

together to make some changes so we could have a workable budget…needless to say we got 

nowhere on it.” Regarding the city attorney, everybody keeps saying it’s an insult at $45,000. He 

is hired on a part time basis. Nobody seems to be listening to that, that he works part time.  

 

Councilwoman Nichols advised about the issue of the Mayor going to Albany for grants, 

“We have a very capable Director of Development…” who looks out for available grants that 

would benefit the city of Dunkirk.” “…he is the one that looks out with the cooperation with the 

Mayor to see what’s available for Dunkirk that would bring Central Avenue somewhat back to 

life like it used to be”. For someone to bellyache that nothing is happening, it’s happening, but 

it’s just because we don’t take a front page on it. Director of Development DeJoy is working very 

hard to get Dunkirk back to what it used to look like. As for the fireworks, I called Fiscal Affairs 

Officer Beach and asked about the fireworks display. After our conversation I shared the 

information with my councilmembers.  We did not know that the cost of the fireworks had gone 

up immensely as well as the insurance that coincides with having the fireworks in the city. Lastly, 

Councilwoman Nichols advised there were some things regarding the contractual issues to a 

salary that have been cleared up, so there won’t be any cut to salary.   

 

Mayor Rosas advised, “Mr. Chairman, I feel compelled to respond to these comments 

made by the councilwoman. Number 1. The Mayor’s Budget was presented to this council back 

on October 7th. I presented you, the council, a week before I actually had to to make sure you had 
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ample time to review it and made sure that the department heads were available to answer any 

questions you might have. The mistakes she says the council had made wouldn’t have been made 

if there was communications with the other two council members as well as our City Attorney, 

our City Treasurer, our Fiscal Affairs Officer and most importantly the Mayor of the City of 

Dunkirk. The way that this budget process was handled, I’ve been here now for seven years, this 

has been the worst that I’ve witnessed since I’ve been here as Mayor. The communication was 

Zero. There was none. There was nothing done. No communication whatsoever. The mistakes 

that the council has made you will have to live with.” 

 

“The bottom line regarding the City Attorney. The City Attorney was brought was 

brought down to $45,000 by this council. It was brought down to $45,000 which caused him to 

turn into even more of a part-time attorney. And which I might add is one of the main reasons 

which he is leaving city government. You have been informed by the city Attorney and myself 

over three months ago that come January the city will be without a City Attorney. The Mayor has 

done his job in presenting and appointing a competent experienced municipal attorney. You have 

not approved that. That burden will be on your shoulders come January if we do not have a City 

Attorney and the city has to eventually end up going to some type of firm. It will be costly to the 

tax payers. So, I’m putting this council on notice. I’m letting you know that I plan to Veto and I 

will formally be presenting you hard copies of the Veto here today.”  

 

“And I also want to let the public know that the questions that should be answered are #1: 

If you don’t know where the fireworks come from in that budget, Shame on you for not asking 

before taking it out. So, you took $30,000 without knowing what you were taking out. That 

speaks volumes of the actions that you have taken. #2: The Mayor’s secretary is a Union contract 

position. A union contract that I might add this council approved, which dictates what her salary 

is. To change that means that, you simply can’t do it. If you had had communication with any of 

the people, the department heads that I mentioned earlier, you would have known that. But there 

was no communication. So, you made a mistake there.” 

 

“As far as the Mayor’s training. There are relationships that are developed, and I’m sure 

there is certain councilmembers here that probably don’t understand that, but the relationships are 

developed in Albany with the funders. And that is how we get funding coming to our 

communities across the State. This is not just the City of Dunkirk. The municipalities that are 

successful are successful because they have established communications, relationships. And 

that’s how you get those funding’s here.” 

 

Lastly Mayor Rosas advised “As far as our Development Director. I think he’s doing an 

excellent job and I appreciate the work that he does.” 

 

Councilman-at-Large Damico advised “And the only thing I want to add on this is as far 

as communication, Mark, Marsha you were both wonderful through all the meetings. The 

Department Heads, you answered all my questions. I will just give my opinion on this. And this 

was the information that I got back. The 2022 budget is going to carry over close to a million 

dollars. So, that’s going from this year left over into next year. So, you had that extra kind of 

money. There were certainly things we could have filled in along the way. And that was where 

the concern was of trying to get some relief back to our taxpayers if we could.” 

 

Fiscal Affairs Officer Beach advised “I just wanted to make sure that everyone 

understood that when we did talk about that increase to fund balance that is basically because of 

the ARPA funding that we chose to bring in. So, it’s not due to, you know. Our budget was good.  

It’s not like we underspent according to our budget. That’s strictly due to the fact that we 
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purposely put those funds into our budget so that we could increase, therefore, improve our fund 

balance.” 

 

Councilman-at-Large Damico requested City Clerk Ramos call the roll. 

 

City Attorney Morrisroe advised “Before we move on, I’m thinking Ms. Luczkowiak 

misunderstood the roll call. I think she thought you were taking attendance because the answer 

she gave was neither an Aye or a Nay. 

 

Councilman-at-Large Damico inquired from Councilwoman Luczkowiak “So for the 

record your vote on 98?” 

 

Councilwoman Luczkowiak advised “It’s No.” 

 

Vote on Resolution 98-2022: 

 

Aye’s: Councilman Stoyle, Councilwoman Nichols and Councilman-at-Large Damico. 

 

No’s: Councilman Bamonto and Councilwoman Luczkowiak.  

 

Carried, 3-2. 

 

RESOLUTION #99-2022 

December 13, 2021 

 

 

BY: ENTIRE COUNCIL 

 

 

APPROVE FY 2023 APPROPRIATIONS 

 

 

 WHEREAS, the Common Council of Dunkirk, has, by resolution, adopted a 

budget for Fiscal Year 2023; now, therefore, be it 

 

 RESOLVED, that the specified amounts in the General Fund, Water 

Treatment, Wastewater, Garbage and Refuse, and Boardwalk Market Budgets be 

approved for expenditure for such items, effective January 1, 2023. 

 

 
 

 
Councilman-at-Large Damico inquired if City Attorney Morrisroe had any comments on 

Resolution #99. 

 

City Attorney Morrisroe advised “…just to let everybody know mechanically, per the 

Code, there’s a specific chapter called that goes over the process of approving the budget. Every 

year we have to do mechanically three resolutions. The First is the one that talks about the 

budget, the budget is presented and any changes to that budget presented by the council. That’s 
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the one you just debated. The Second one is Appropriations and I’ll defer to Mark and Marsha. It 

is my understanding it is essentially a green light in the sense that this activates those funds that 

have been budgeted for the coming fiscal year. So that’s saying, in this case, it’s not changing 

anything. That specific resolution is just saying you have Fund 1, Fund 2, Fund 3, Fund 4, and 

Fund 5 and they are being budgeted for 2023. And the Third one, The Tax Warrant essentially is 

the one where we establish the tax rate, the full tax levy for the City…”, and the assessed 

valuation of all the property the city owns.  “So, those two aren’t subject to change because the 

proposed changes the council made aren’t changing that total ax levy figure or the rate or 

anything like that. So those two are going to remain the same, which is why we’ve titled those 

Entire Council because they are strictly mechanical. Those two are not up for debate. The only 

one that may or may not have a debate and or Veto is as the Mayor’s mention number 98 which 

discusses the changes to specific items within the budget. 

 

Councilwoman Nichols advised “So, I just want to check to clarify for the record, 

Richard, these that are the Water Treatment, Wastewater, Garbage Refuge, Boardwalk Market 

Budget that is, those accounts are still going to be the Stand-Alone accounts. Is that not correct? 

 

City Attorney Morrisroe advised “That’s correct because there’s no proposed changes to 

the structure of the budget or the structure of the funds in either the Mayor’s Proposed or the 

changes that the council’s proposed.   

 

Vote on Resolution #99-2022: 

 

Carried, all voting aye. 

 

 

RESOLUTION #100-2022 

December 13, 2022 

 

 

BY: ENTIRE COUNCIL 

 

 

AUTHORIZING WARRANT FOR FY 2023 BUDGET APPROVAL 

 

 

 WHEREAS, the FY 2023 Budget for the City of Dunkirk, New York has been 

adopted by resolution and funds have been appropriated for expenditure, now, 

therefore, be it  

 

  

 RESOLVED, that the attached warrant be delivered to the City Treasurer and 

a tax levy of $5,035,857 be established at a rate of $17.250000 per $1,000 of 

assessed valuation based upon the total City assessed valuation of $291,933,739 

 

 

 
Carried, all voting aye. 
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ADJOURNMENT: 

 

Councilwoman Nichols moved to adjourn. Seconded by Councilman Stoyle. 

  

Carried, all voting aye. 

 

 

Adjourned at 5:50 PM                                                          Edwin C. Ramos, City Clerk                   


